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It is the mission of the State Planning Office to provide the information, analyses,  
and guidance decision-makers need to make informed decisions about  

Maine’s economy, resources, and governance. 
 
 
 
 
The Maine State Planning Office is directed by the Legislature to develop state policies that 
promote a balance between economic growth and natural resource conservation. In keeping with 
this overarching goal, the Community Planning & Investment Program works to foster the health 
of Maine’s service centers, downtowns, and traditional villages that encourage compact 
development, rather than sprawling development that impacts wetlands, wildlife habitat, water 
quality, farmlands, and working forests. 
 
 
 
 
This report is provided to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
natural resource matters in accordance with 30-A MRSA §4331.  
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“There is no finer creation than the New England village.  It is testament to the 
livable   community — a community of neighborhoods, churches, shops and town 
hall.  It is testament, too, to the countryside that surrounds it.  The contrast 
between village and countryside in Maine is as crisp as a fresh apple, picked on a 
fine fall day. We savor both.” 
 

Angus S. King, Jr., 1997 
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